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“The True Believer and the Spirit of Error” 
1 John 4:1-6 

 

The First Letter of John 
 
Theme: Like the antichrist of 2:18-29, John identifies and warns the believer against false 

prophets.   
 
Outline: 
 
I. Believers need the spirit of discernment (v. 1) 
II.  Believers have the standard for discerning (vv. 2, 3) 
 

A. The standard of truth 
 

1. Those who know God confess the incarnation of Christ (v. 2) 
2. Those who know God are from God (v. 4a) 
3. Those who know God have overcome evil (v. 4b) 
4. Those who know God have the enabling Holy Spirit dwelling within (v. 4c) 
5. Those who know God listen to the apostles/Scripture (v. 6a) 

 
B. The standard of error 

 
1. Those who do not know God reject the incarnation of Christ (v. 3) 
2. Those who do not know God are from the world  (v. 5a) 
3. Those who do not know God speak like the world (v. 5b) 
4. Those who do not know God speak and the world listens (v. 5c) 
5. Those who do not know God do not listen to the apostles/Scripture (v. 6b) 

 
Shepherding the Sheep (What’s the NEXT STEP?): 
 
1. Do you believe Jesus is the incarnate Christ and the singular Savior of fallen humanity? 
2. Have you believed the lie the antichrist speaks concerning Jesus? 
3. Today, repent of this falsehood and believe who Jesus is in His person and work. 


